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OPEN LETTER FROM THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY: 
One year ago this space was oc-
cupied by an open letter from then 
President Martin Grant. Dr. Grant is 
no longer with us, having succumbed 
June 28 from multiple myeoloma 
after a long and painful illness. His 
contributions to the objectives of the 
Academy through a lifetime of schol-
arship will stand as a memorial to a 
great man. 
The content of that letter was an 
announcement of the appointment of 
Hanson 
a part-time execu-
tive secretary and 
an expression of 
the hope that a 
new era for the 
A·cademy had be-
gun. Our gains so 
far have been 
mainly in the area 
of improved com-
munications, but efforts have been 
made in the direotion of reviving the 
Visiting Scientist Program this year 
either with or without financial sup-
port from the National Science Foun-
dation. Public education in science 
through the creation of a Speaker's 
Bureau is another new effort. Con-
stitutional revision studies have be-
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TEACHING AW ARDS 
Nomination forms for the annual 
Iowa Academy of Science Recognition 
of Excellence in Science and Math-
ematics Teaching Awards are now 




gun, and long-range planning for in-
creased Academy sponsorship of new 
projects is underway. 
As one concerned with science edu-
cation and the objectives of the Iowa 
Academy of Science, I have become 
increasingly aware of the recent con-
cern expressed by many eminent 
scientists for the effect that science 
and technology are having on our 
sodety and our environment. Doubts 
are being raised as to where science 
is taking us; science and technology 
are deep in the flux of controversies 
that put our centers of learning in 
turmoil. 
What are the obligations and the 
opportunities of science teachers to 
influence young lives and the public 
toward a more favorable image of 
science and technology? Who is in a 
better position than the science teach-
er to promote the role of science as 
an instrument of human progress? 
The need to do this is obvious. But 
it takes more than day-to-day teach-
ing of facts for their own sake. 
Physics 
Robert W. Hanson 
Executive Secretary 
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Earth Science 
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